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estate were later presented to the French nation. Other
exiles later sojourned at St. Helena; Dinizulu and other
Zulu chiefs, and during the South African war, Cronje and
other Boer generals and officers. Whether or not the tale is
complete, it is to be feared that St. Helena's great days are
definitely past.
Nevertheless, a livelihood must be found for the present
population of between four and five thousand of very mixed
racial origins, and a phonniuin flax industry has been intro-
duced from New Zealand, lace-making is cairied on, cattle
and sheep, and vegetable and other crops thrive. The
climate is equable and healthy, especially at the higher
levels, the scenery is pleasant, Jamestown is a quaint and
peaceful little capital, and the island might well appeal as
a place of retirement for those of modest means.
TRISTAN DA CUNHA
"The world's loneliest isle^" as it is sometimes styled,
though Pitcairn in the Western Pacific is in a sense a rival
claimant, consists really of a small group of barren volcanic
rocks in the South Atlantic some 2,000 miles from Cape
Town. The group comprises Tristan da Cunha itself.
Inaccessible, Nightingale and Gough's islands, and like
Ascension, they are dependencies of St. Helena. Due to
the persistence with which the sturdy community of British
descent has clung to its inhospitable home despite several
offers by the Union Government to settle them in South
Africa, and to the occasional visit of a ship being quite an
event, the Tristanians have attracted much attention in the
news, and several books have been written about the little
settlement. There is even a London fund to help them tide
over occasional difficulties and to send them some of the
more elementary amenities of civilization.